RULES OF THE WELLINGTON LINUX USERS GROUP

NAME

1)
The name of the Group shall be the “ WELLINGTON LINUX USERS GROUP” hereafter referred to as the Group.

INTERPRETATION

2)
In these rules, unless a contrary intention appears,”Rule” means rule of these rules;  “Group” means Wellington Linux Group ;  “Committee” means the committee for the time being appointed under rule 9a;  “Year” means the financial year of the Group as defined by Rule 20a; words importing the masculine gender include the feminine gender;  and words importing the singular number include the plural and vice versa.

OBJECTS

3)
The objects of The Group shall be:-

a) To exchange Linux and Open Source Software knowledge and experience.

b) To encourage the use of Linux and Open Source Software 

c) To foster the spirit of Linux and Open Source Software.

MEMBERSHIP

4)      Every candidate for membership shall:

                  a)   Be proposed by one member and seconded by another.

                  b)   Be elected to membership by the majority voteof the Committee.

                  c)   Have paid the required subscription and entrance fee and have had this receipted by the Treasurer;

A person applying to rejoin the Group may, at the discretion of the Committee, be elected to membership without the need to fulfil the condition (a) above.

5)      Duties of Members

      a)   It shall be the duty of all members to act in accordance with the objects of the Group

      b)  Every member shall on changing name or address notify the Secretary (by writing or email) of such change.

6)      Resignation

             Any member mayresign by giving to the Secretary notice in writing to tnat effect.   

7)      Expulsion

             The Committee may expel from membership any member wilfully disobeying any of these rules, or guilty of any conduct rendering him unfit in their opinion to be a member of the Group provided that before expelling him the Committee shall call upon him for an explanation of his conduct,  and shall hear what he may wish to urge in his defence.

FEES and SUBSCRIPTIONS

8)       The joining fee to be paid by new members shall be decided upon at each Annual General Meeting and shall apply for that year. 

b)    A former member who has resigned shall not be required to pay a joining fee on rejoining.

c)     The annual subscription to be paid by each member shall be decided upon at each Annual General Meeting and shall apply for that year.

d)     Every member shall be entitled to use Group facilities and participate in Group activities in a manner consistent with the Group's objects.

e)     Each member shall be entitled to one vote at any General Meeting.

f)     If any member shall fail to pay his annual subscription before the end of the Year in which it became due,  that member shall be considered to have resigned.

COMMITTEES and OFFICERS

9)   a)   The management of the Group and its property shall be delegated to a committee consisting of a President, Secretary, Treasurer and at least two other members.

      b)   The office of President may be held by the one person for not more than three consecutive years;  but after being out of such office for one year such person shall be eligible for re-election as President.

      c)  A candidate for any elected position shall be a member and shall be proposed in writing by one member and seconded by another.  The nomination shall be with the written consent of the nominee, and received by the Secretary at least fourteen days prior to the Annual General Meeting.  The Secretary shall place such notice of all nominations on a notice board as received and post a list of such nominations to members with the notice calling the meetings

     d)  If there is no prior nomination for any elected position at the Annual General Meeting the notice requirements in (a) above shall be waived for that meeting.

      e)  The Committee shall fill a casual vacancy from among the members of the Committee for the remainder of the term.

POWERS of the COMMITTEE

10)     The Committee shall have the management and control of all the property and funds of the Group subject to the provisions of these rules, and to any resolutions passed in pursuance of the same by the Group in a general meeting.

DUTIES of the PRESIDENT

11)   The President shall:

    a)      Be the custodian of the good name of the Group

    b)      ensure the Group is run effectively in accordance with its objectives.

    c)      ensure the committee is run effectively.

    d)      ensure that a report of the activities of the Group during the previous Year is produced annually and sent to each member of te Group with the notice calling the Annual General Meeting.


e) Preside over the activities and meetings of the Committee.


f) Preside at general meetings of the group, and at other Club activities, unless he shall delegate same or is unable to perform these duties. The meeting on the day may then elect a chairperson from a member of the Group present.

DUTIES of the SECRETARY

12)   The Secretary or persons so delegated by the Secretary shall keep and have the custody of:

                a)   A Minute Book containing full and correct minutes of all Meetings.

                 b)   A Register showing the full name, and residential address of each member, and the date at which they became a member.

DUTIES OF THE TREASURER

13)The Treasurer or persons so delegated by the Treasurer shall:

          a)     Collect all subscriptions and other revenue.

          b)      Keep a correct record of all moneys paid to and by the Group 

    and c)     Prepare an annual Statement of Income and Expenditure and Balance sheet of the Group to be sent to all members with the notice of Annual General Meeting

AUDITOR  

14)      An  Auditor shall be appointed at the Annual General Meeting of the Group to independently audit the accounts, statements, and books of the Group. The Auditor shall not be a member of the Committee.

 MEETINGS of the COMMITTEE

15)       a)  The Committee shall meet at such times and places as shall be deemed to be advisable, but shall meet at least 4 times per year.

            b)   Meetings of the Committee shall be presided over by the President, or in her/his absence, by one of the committee.

            c)    Decisions by the Committee shall be decided by a majority of votes, and in the case of equality of votes, the chairperson shall have a second or casting vote.

           d)     A quorum of the  Committee shall consist of four members.

GENERAL MEETINGS

16)      a) General Meeting shall mean any meeting held in the normal course of activities of the Group, including those meetings that are annual or special in nature.


       b) Voting at any meeting shall be by a show of hands by members at that meeting. Postal, email, or proxy voting shall not be allowed.

            c) Meetings shall be for the purpose for which they are called and shall  be advised by the Secretary fourteen (14) days in advance. The Secretary shall include in such notice any Agenda Items relevant to that meeting (subject to the provisions below.


       d) Agenda Items that change any part of these Rules shall require the majority vote of at least two thirds of those members present. Any other matter shall require a simple majority vote. In the event of an equality of votes the chairperson of the meeting shall have a casting vote.


       e) A Quorum at any General Meeting shall consist of at least 14 members.


      f) All Annual General Meetings and Special General Meetings shall be recorded abd Minuted. Minutes shall be furnished to all members.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

17)    The Annual General Meeting shall be held not later than June each year on a date to be determined by the Committee to;

       a)  Receive the Report of the Committee.

       b)  Receive the audited statement of accounts, the balance sheet auditor’s report.

       c)   Elect executive officers for the ensuing year.

       d)   Elect an Auditor.

       e)   Receive and vote on any other matters requiring the consideration of the Group members.

EXTRAORDINARY  GENERAL  MEETINGS

18)    Any extraordinary General Meeting shall be for a purpose relevant to the objects of the Group and 

           a)  may be called by the Committee

       or

          b)  shall be called by the Secretary to be held within fourteen days of receiving a request signed by at least fourteen members which states the business proposed to be transacted at the meeting.  If the Secretary does not do so the members making the request may convene the meeting

AFFILIATION WITH OTHER GROUPS OR ASSOCIATIONS 

19)  a)   The committee shall Cause the Group to become affiliated with, or terminate from other Clubs, Societies or Associations subject to the approval of members being obtained at a general meeting.

    b)  The Committee shall authorize a member to represent the Group to such clubs and societies as it shall from time to time determine. Notice of this authorization or any change to the representative shall be in writing to the Secretary of the affected Club or Society.


c) Any person authorized to represent the Group must report to the Committee the activities of that affiliate impacting ot likely to impact upon the Group. 


d) Any person authorized by to represent the Group may not commit the Group to any obligation of any sort to that affiliate unless this has been put to a vote at an Annual or Special General Meeting of the Group called for that purpose.

FINANCE

20)      a)   The financial year of the Group shall end on the thirty first day of March in each year, to which date the accounts shall be balanced

b)   A Statement of Income and Expenditure and a Balance Sheet shall be prepared and audited. A copy shall be sent to each member of the Group with the notice calling the Annual General Meeting.

c)    All bank accounts shall be operated by any two of the Treasurer, President, Secretary or other member authorised by the Committee for that purpose and shall be kept at such banks as shall from time to time be determined by the Committee.

d)    All funds of the Group shall be paid into the Group's bank account and any part thereof may, if the Committee so determines, be invested in a manner provided by he Trustee Act 1956 or any Act amending or replacing the same.

e)    The Committee may make a charge for the use of any Group property or facility.

GENERAL

21)        Common Seal

The Common Seal of the Group shall be kept by the Secretary and shall not be affixed to any document, instrument, deed, writing paper or other thing unless a resolution to that effect has been passed by the Committee.   Such seal shall be affixed by the Secretary in the presence of two other members of the Committee, and the Secretary and other members aforesaid shall sign such document, instrument, deed writing paper, or other thing.

22)      Alteration to Rules

These rules may be repealed, altered or added to by a resolution at a General Meeting, the notice whereof shall have specified the proposal repeal, alteration or addition which shall be notified by the Secretary to the members at least fourteen days prior to the date of the said General Meeting.

23) Liquidation



a)  The Group shall be wound up voluntarily if at least two thirds of the members present and voting at an Annual or Special General Meeting of the Group pass a resolution requiring the Group so to be wound up and that resolution is confirmed by at least two thirds of the members present and voting at a subsequent Special General Meeting called for that purpose and held not earlier than thirty days after the date on which the resolution so to be confirmed was passed.



b)  Upon the winding up or dissolution of the Group, whether pursuant to (a) above or otherwise, all surplus property and assets after payment of all costs, debts and liabilities shall not be paid or distributed among members of the Group but shall be given or transferred to some other organisation or society with objects similar to or in sympathy with those of the Group .   Such organisation or society shall in the case of a voluntary winding up be determined by a majority of the members present and voting at the subsequent meeting referred to in (a) above. 

24)
GENERAL

Any case not provided for in these rules, or any question arising from their interpretation, shall be decided by the Committee and subject to ratification an a general meeting.

The Group shall consist of an unlimited number of members who are interested in Linux and Open Source Software and Open Source Software.

